Turkey Tolson
Tjupurrula

TURKEY TOLSON TJUPURRULA
was one of the founders of the paint-
ing movement that grew up outside
Alice Springs in the early 1970s and
provided the inspiration and the
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around Kintore, west of Alice Springs,
but at Yalyapi - close to the

inal settlement at Haasts Bluff. It
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was also near to the old-established
mission at Hermannsburg, where
his family was able to get rations of
flour and tea, to their

Springs. He helped
ginning of the 1970s when Geoffrey
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community, encouraged some

men to paint their traditional designs
~at first on to the walls of the school-
house, later on to board, paper or
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sense of symmelry. His central role
in the painting movement was
confirmed when he was made Chair-
man of Papunya Tula Artists, the
community’s trade association.

In 1964, after for the sec-
ond time (his first wife had died), he
moved to Kintore, the traditional land
of his fathers. With his own father’s
death he was expected to assume cer-
emonial responsibility for the land, It
was a move thal seemed to coincide
with a new phase in his art. His tech-
with a new phase in his art. His lech-
nigque became freer, his iconography
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portraits
endary forefather Mitukatjirri War-
riog; as well as his most famous image
-8 ing Spears at Illyin-
gaungau (1990). This painting, a se-
ries of shimmering horizontal lines
representing spears being heated
and straightened over a fire by Tol-
son's ancestors, was acquired by the
South Australian Art Gallery, Adelaide.

In 1999 Tolson was involved in con-
troversy when he was accused of sign-
ing canvases painted by one of his
daughters - a charge that he denied.
Nevertheless the incident highlight-
ed both the important traditions of
family collaboration that exist with-
in the Aboriginal community, and the
hndmm'by incidence of deliberate

unscrupulous parties.

Tolson’s health had been in decline.
He had a history of heart trouble, and
was receiving dialysis treatment in
Alice Springs when he died.

REBECCA HOSSACK

Turkeey Tolson Tiupurrda, artist: born
Yalyapi, Northern Tervitory ci93s;
twice married: died Alice Springs,
Northern Territory 10 August 2001,
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