Bioomsbury Corservatives

Rebecca Hossack

Bloomsbury ward member
Camden Counal

Surgery tmes

Frst Wednesday of each month at
Marchmont Community Centre,
62 Marchmont Street. WCIN |AB

Last Friday of each month at
Fitzrova Neghbourhood Centre
39 Tottenham Street, WIT 4RX
To make an apportment for any
other ume cal

Fitzrovia Nesghbourhood Centre
020 7580 4576

Aussies Gallery’s 20th Anniversary

In March 2008 the Rebecca
Hoasack Art Gallery will
be twenty years old The
occasion will be marked
by an opendng-party for
the gallery’s new exhibé-
ton space: at 2a Conway
Sereot, just off Filzroy
Square,

Rebecca Hossack opened
ber first art gallery in in
Apnl 1988, and a second
throe ywars latez The
gallery has been a great champt-
on of Non-Western astistic tradi.
tioes. It was the first art gallery
in Europe to exhibit Australian
aboriginal painting, and contin-
ues to promote it through its reg-
ular Songlimes seasons. Rebecca
Hossack has also curated exhibs-
tions of woek by the African
Bushmen, from Papua New
Guinea, and from tribal India.
Rebecca was born in Melbourme,
she came 1o England in the early
Eighties to study law, which she
soon abandoned for a career in
Art. Having studied at Christies
and worked a1 the Guggenhetm
im Venace, she set up her first
gallery « in Windmill Street, - in

April 1968, (She sigred
the lease on the
premusies in October
1957, only three days
before the great stock-
market crash on “Black
Monday”)

The gallery, despise
the econuvenic climate,
not only susvived, but
thrived. It gained a
reputation both for
exhibiting contempo-
rary ‘Western' artists of rare indi-
vidual vision as well chasps.
oning the Aboriginal and Non
Western Art. The gallery’s ongo-
ing sccess s a v ation of
Rebecca’s energ? and comenit-
ment

Hossack opened a second space
in 1991, and a sculpture garden
at St Jemes's, Piccadilly the fol-
Jlowing yesr She moved the
main gallery 10 a new three-
storwy building at 2a Conway
Street, off Fitzroy Square, while

a second space at 25
Charlotte Street.
Between 1993 and 1997 Rebecca
Hossack served as the Australian
cultural ataché in London. (Her

‘unworthy predecessor” Sir Les
Patterson sakated her as “a beaut

sheila’.) She 15 a dedicated cam-
paigner on environmental tssues
In 2006 she was dected as
Councillor for the Bloomsbury
Ward in Camden. Last year she
ran in the New York Marathon,
raising over £20000 to plart
trees in Central London.






