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to complete her legal aducation by going to the
baz, “My heart felt sick because the one thing
1 loved in the world was Australia, It was my
passion. Australian |=eesture, Australian pot-
tery, lamin * she says, Her dad
was still of that

generation when England “Womnd".*
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spinted submit-
ted to her ambitions. They devised a
weekly of £12 a week, which meant she
washed : '
and stayed in s hostel neas King's Cross, het freez-
g room six Mights of staies from the tollet.
Within days of starting her law course, she
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Twasn’t a lawyer, | had no qualifications. * She

year she opened, she says, Somehow, Hossack
survived and thrived.

In the 1990s she becarne Australia’s cultural
attache in London, promating arts and calture in
aland that assumed down undar was all Croco-
dile Dundee and Kytie Minoguae. Thereisnoatta-
Bher  che post now and she feels her homeland has

changed. “Australia is doing so well culturally. If
anything it's in danger of getting a bit smug and
complacent. People ke me who live here are
really frowned upon in Australia, We're looked

. upon as rather sad, like, ‘Why would you wast

to be over there?™™

Having Bved in Britain for half her life, she
finds herself defending it to her friends. “Austral-
jans ase really nice when you first meet them, all
“Hi, bvow are you?* but it can stay on that leved for
ever. Whereas English people, when they do let
you in, and my theoty s : Lakes three years, ae
really lovely, Friendshép is more deep and genu-
Ine bere because s harder th
—YOou can’t just goand sit ot inthesunshineand
watch the barbour and have a few beers.”

Hossack is 4 Conservative Camden coun- »
ciorbut not out of a sense of obligation that
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