FEATURES
Keeping
brilliant
women in
the frame

the 181h century— the Bluestockings — we nominate

|
hat do our female icons
' say about the world
? Our national
oboessg;nwiﬂx the
‘ antics of Britney, Amy
L"gﬂ g&?yishl indicate a ml::de
.o image, glamour
spectacular m grace. But
that is not the whole story.
Today the National Portrait
Gallery (NPG) unveils a new

cam
| like

exhibition celebrating brilliant
\women of the 18th century
;‘Loons such as early feminist
ry Wollstonecraft, moralist
Hannah More and industrialist
Elizabeth Montagu, who caused
a sensation within their chosen
spheres but went on to became

a soirée weari blmra‘t;’;er
thanwhihes - were
revered for their ments as

says Elizabeth Ege
curators of the exhibition. “They
were interested in pleasure but
fomsedo&tbelifeofthenﬁnd_
Through their correspondence,
parties and meetings they
rebranded the idea of sociability
to embrace women's right to
edumtio&; 2

While term “Bluestockin gvv
was later used as a denigratory
term, the NPG is reclaiming it to
praise our clever foremothers.
And s0 to mark the exhibition’s
opening we have brought

together some of their
sontemporary counterparts

their modern~day counterparts. Helen Birch reports

- intellectuals, communicators,

educators. Some,
Willis and Jemima
Khan, want to the world.,

technology, arts and the media

' to chall traditions, exchange
: ideua:ggutene(wmks.

What all these women

share with their 18th-century
predecessors is a commitment
to “the life of the mind", and
ﬁhﬂmma
other women. “My career path
hﬂ'bml)opel‘oemledandm
supported by women,” i

Paula Milne and Caryl
i brilliant

instead, gaining her PhD at the
I age of 25. She appears on BBC1's

Sri Lanka in the 1970s, was an
engineer and it seemed natural
formcto[ol_kmlnhllfoptswps.
My mother worked full-time

in finance, so 1 had a working-
woman role model, too. It's

Hossack came to Britain from

Australia in the 1980s and
became the first gallery owner

“M

to showcase Aboﬂglnﬂv artin
Europe. She t several

B o i A,
and is now 'nls;:)i a Conservative
councillor for Filzrovia in
London, She is married and has

mwmuya.‘Wmmnm
1 loathe politics, but I care

about my area of London - that's
why I stood as a councillor, It's

incredibly hard work, but I don’t

- digtinemich hotwusen o lifa and

| my work. I chose not to have
 children, because one thing
the world doesn't need is more
people.”
!




