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Clifford
Possum

Tjapaltjarri

Aboriginal artist of rare gifts

CLIFFORD POSSUM TJAPALTJARRI
was one of the best-known and most
highly regarded painters of the
modern Aboriginal art movement.

He was born circa 1932 on the
Napperby cattle station, north of Alice
Springs, and grew up there as well
as in the surrounding bush country,
and later - in the mid-1940s - at the
Aboriginal settlement at Jay Creek.

His father - “One Pound” Jimmy
Tjungurrayi - a respected elder of
the Anmal

He began painting realistic scenes
on to his carved artefacts.

This impulse, however, seems to
have ebbed by the beginning of the
1970s when he was living with his wife,
Emily, at Papunya - a settlement es-
tablished west of Alice Springs that
brought together Aboriginal people
from several different language groups.
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