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A Month
in the Arts

Rebecca Hossack’s
Burns bicentenary

%0 CELEBRATE THE
'bicentenary of Robert Burns.
who died in 1796. and his
place at the heart of Scottish

of contemporary Scottish artists at my
gallery in London. In preparation.

T travelled to Scotland. George Wyli
met me at Glasgow station and to
home for lunch. George is a 74-year
artist with an unquemhai‘»lr store of
energy, wit and curic r~lt‘ He Ii
Gourock overlooking th

His house was immediately recognisable:

it looked like a fantastical
strange animals fashioned from
scrap grazing in the fror

‘George | _
description. He built the largest paper
] and sailed it into

boat in the wo

of passion: he loves steam
standing stones, his wife

- shortbread, William Blake,
iilibrium and Robbie Burns.

‘George has plans for a series of
“‘Burns Survival Kits’ (tartan shortbread
tins stocked with an idiosyncratic
selection of useful objects). Also on
show during the exhibition will be two
giant ‘wally duos (Staffordshire dogs)
])1011(:1C£19t1nsc Scomsh country music
from concealed speakers.

Over our lunch of fried haddock
and strong tea he expounded upon the
similarities between the Scots and the
Australians — both nations of outsiders,
but with a directness of vision that
comes from living on the perimeter.

“Most of the other artists I visited live

Art A key show this month is
the RA’s retrospective of Lord
Leighton (1830-1896), one of the
finest practitioners of Victorian
classicism, whose Greek
swimming-pool scenes presage
Hockney (15 February-21 April).
Further afield, the golden years
of sculptor Jasper Johns
(mid-Fifties to early Sixties) are
on show at the Henry Moore
Institute, Leeds (from 18 April).
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culture, I am arranging a show

on Karaoke and Cold
o Lazarus are the two drama serials
the late Dennis Potter wrote
during the final weeks of his
illness. Potter, who named his
cancer Rupert (Murdoch, in case
there was any doubt), abhorred
the corrosive influence of the
media mogul, and Karaoke is
the story of a writer (played by
Albert Finney) struggling t
maintain his mtegnty in ‘".a a'*
of death, and who is ‘revive
Cold Lazarus in the year 2,3

Rebecca Hossack: Gallery-anef an
Australian cultural attaché \ |

and work in Glasgow. It is one of the
curiosities of Scotland (to an outsider
at least) that, while Edinburgh stands
among the most beautiful cities in the
W )Ild and Glasgow has been hacked
about by Sixties’ town planners it is in
Clhuoxx that most of the artists choose
to bL The wonderful Glasgow School
of Art probably has much to do with it.
Designed by Charles Rennie Mackintosh,
it has fostered a vital and continuing
tradition of painting in a manner that few
- if any - English art schools can match.
Tn chill httle studios no bigger than
cubicles, I sipped strong tea and looked

After a fallov
there is a glut of
We;t Ena most t

and exploited by entertainment
men. Both to be screened

simultaneously on BBC1 an
Channel 4, as Potter req

at extraordinary visions: Al
exquiqitelx' paimed land
with mysterious vet famil
Helen Flockhart’s beguiling
dramas; Peter Thompson’s
panoramas; and Abigail McC

hued still lifes. My plans. how

visit Colin Johnstone, an 2

OI‘kHC}Z were swept away in a bhizzard

snow: a telling instance of n

asserting its dominance over art

Burns Night’ a show of
S(om'f/z art, is at f/w' f?:'f'«f, ca
Gallery, 55 Windm: 1/l Street, 1
until 1 J[(m/z




