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s Impressions of Amboseli

Cynthia narrates

how she has come

to understand and
appreciate the ways of
elephant families that
she has closely studied &

BY JOHN FOX
30, 2017. Arrived at the

winged hadadas- I grab my oil paints
out of the car and paint until dusk”’
This is an extract from the diary of
British artist Sophie Walbeoffe. quot-
ed in her book Impressions of Ambose-
li, which she has produced with Cyn-
thia an American well-known

were losing their habitat to agricul-
ture, their migration routes were be-
ing blocked, and poaching for ivory  One of Sophie Walbeoffe's paintings.
was on the increase.

But Amboseli was an exception. Ele-  book of her paintings of Lamu. Cyn-
phants were freely movinginandout  thia told her about the Amboseli

4-»-‘.

appreciate the ways of the elephant
hnﬁaoﬂn@ﬂnhndady
She is aware of the population
growth and the changing land use
practices that threaten the wilder-
ness areas of Kenya.

“I could get very

discouraged and
think about giving up, she says, but

lifethan  all Thave to do is g0 out and sit in my

one else has. Your picture has a life of
itsown’

Cynthia writes about her first expe-
riences of Amboseli and the start of

Peacocks  her studies there.

She sketches the history of the re-
gion and describes the Amboseli eco-

systern.

She celebrates its abundance of
wildlife and, in particular, she tells
how she has come to understand and

Land Rover among the Amboseli ele-
B oo el e it
inwhich they live is abandoned. m*
The book is published by the Am-

boseli Trust for Elephantsin Langata.

If you want to know more about its
work, or to buy the book (at S$h3,000)
0728760090
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