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Despite her eighleen yeors, singer/songwriter Louro Morlin is the possessor of on old soull
shown not just through her dork folk songs of love ond loss or comporison wiih the l ikes of
Joni Mitchell, but olso by her oppreciotion of muslc's physicol presence-ond qversion to
loptop-loving mp3 fiends, Her debut olbum, Alos I Connot Swim, releosed by Virgin, puts
vinyl, let olone the dreoded jewel-cose to shome, coming insteqd cosed in o l imited-edition
'songbox'-complete with on object to represent eoch trock, ond oll festooned with wood-
block prints by Mockett ond Moquette.

"l hod never heord lhe music so I treoted the olbum os if i t wos o book of poeiry," exploins
Andrew Mockett. "l met Louro ot her flot ond discussed the lyrics, her meonings ond intent.
ond then drew up my ideos before cutting the blocks." An object to be treosured, eoch of the
5,000 hqnd-screenprinted Songboxes contoins postcords, minioture folded books. wropping
poper. o stoined-gloss imoge ond even o boord gome. ollodorned with richly coloured myth-
icol prints of trees, f igures ond folioge."Cutting the blocks wos o long process." soys Mockett.
" But f he designer ot Virgin, Alex Cowper, wos very engoged in the projeci so it oll went through
relotively eosily ond the finished orticle turned out jgst os I hod imogined, which is rore'"

With the finished box representing o tongible metqphor of the time ond emotion put into writ-
ing ond recording on olbum, Morling intended thot her l isteners should hove to guess which
memento relotes to eoch of her songs. Lovely.

www.mockettondmoquette,co.uk




